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Chelan County Fire District 7
232 E.Wapato
P.O.Box1317

Chelan, Washington 98816
(509) 682-4476

(509) 682-3297 FAX

August 30, 2007

Kris Pomianek
Recreation Resources Administrator
PUD of Chelan County
PO Box 1231
Wenatchee, WA 98807-1231

Re: Emergency Response and Rescue within the Chelan Gorge

To whom it may concern:

In review of the whitewater boating component for the new license to operate Lake
Chelan Dam, Chelan County Fire District 7 Board of Commissioners and Fire Chief
oppose whitewater rafting and any other type of recreational activity in the Chelan Gorge.

The dangers and risks of a rescue performed in the Chelan Gorge by Fire District
personnel are elevated hazards in which our volunteers are not trained in whitewater
rafting rescues.

In the event an incident takes place in the Chelan Gorge Fire District volunteer personnel
Willrespond and perform emergency services within their level of expertise and training.

It is with great concern to the Commissioners, Fire Chief and Volunteers that if the
American Whitewater or any such agency is granted the access of recreational use to the
Chelan Gorge that the safety of the boater, public and emergency personnel would be
jeopardized due to the dangerous terrain and rapid water flow in the Chelan Gorge. It is
not a place for the public to recreate safely.

Please find this letter in opposition of whitewater rafting and any other recreational
activities in the Chelan Gorge.

000 C. Gordon, Commissioner
r

'])f4-,vI/]) ~~~

,t Wri~jt7ione~
Dennis Ashmore, Fire Chief
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